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1.0 Introduction 

Evaluation is an integral part of the entire teaching-learning process. The 

success of teaching-learning process can well be measured through a well 

coordinated system of evaluation. The process of evaluation is not confined to 

any specific level of education rather it is applicable across the levels as well 

as the system i.e. informal, formal and non-formal. A systematic and well 

designed evaluation system not only help the teachers to assess the learning 

outcomes but also help the students to assess their own strengths and 

limitations ultimately showing direction for further improvement. In this 

context evaluation is considered as the most vital dimension of the total 

educational system. Evaluation without being confined to cognitive domain 

should go beyond it by covering both affective and psycho-motor domains. In 

addition to this evaluation need be a continuous process besides its 

comprehensive coverage. Besides the continuous and comprehensive nature 

of evaluation keeping in mind the detrimental impact of marking system on 

the young minds grading system is considered as one of the alternative which 

is now-a days popularly used by almost all the levels of education.      

2.0 Continuous and Comprehensive Evaluation: 

Continuous and comprehensive evaluation constitutes of two strategic words 

namely continuous and comprehensive. ‘Continuous’ means the evaluation of 

different aspects of students' growth and development in a continuous 

process i.e. spread over the entire span of academic session. It is continuous 

in terms of conducting tests continuously in the schools i.e. unit tests, 

formative tests and summative tests. Such tests are conducted with fixed time 

intervals. 

The word ‘comprehensive’ means the attempt to cover both scholastic as well 

as co-scholastic aspects of students' growth and development. The process of 

evaluation need be comprehensive in terms of covering the entire unit or 

syllabus and both the scholastic and co-scholastic aspects. The scholastic 

aspects cover the thinking, reasoning, problem solving etc. abilities of the 

students mainly focusing on the curricular achievements whereas the co-

scholastic aspects cover the skills, attitudes, aptitudes and values etc. mostly 

manifested through various co-curricular activities. Hence the evaluation of 



both these aspects in a balanced manner refers to the process of continuous 

and comprehensive evaluation.  

 The word ‘evaluation’ refers to quantitative and qualitative judgment of 

learners to take necessary action and improve their learning. It is the 

evaluation which is both continuous as well as comprehensive and making 

proper follow up on the basis of evaluation results. Continuous and 

comprehensive evaluation is therefore a curricular programme, an attempt to 

shift emphasis from memorizing to holistic learning. It aims at developing 

citizens possessing sound values, suitable skills and necessary qualities 

besides academic excellence. It will furnish the learners to face the challenges 

of life with success and confidence. It is the task of school to focus on the 

scholastic and co-scholastic assessment for the holistic development of the 

child which will lay the foundation for life-long learning. 

The continuous and comprehensive evaluation scheme aims at developing the 

three domains i.e. cognitive, affective and psychomotor domain of students. 

In contrast to the tradition pattern of evaluation, CCE emphasizes on the 

thought process instead of rote-memorization, thereby, improving the quality 

of education. The prime focus of CCE is the enhancement in the achievement 

of students through regular diagnosis and remedial teaching. CCE facilitates 

the students in understanding their strengths and weaknesses by providing 

feedback to them about their performance. Thus, CCE, in true sense of terms, 

leads towards a learner-centered teaching-learning process. 

Continuous and comprehensive evaluation is a school based evaluation of 

students that cover evaluation of curricular subjects, scholastic and co-

scholastic activities and socio-personal qualities on a regular basis. It involves 

holistic assessment of learners by maintaining ongoing, changing and 

comprehensive profile of each learner. It is a continuous process of evaluation 

that focuses on two major objectives, continuity in evaluation and assessment 

of broad based learning and behavioral outcomes.  

2.1 Aims of CCE 

The aims of continuous and comprehensive evaluation are as follows; 



1. Eradication of chance factors and subjectivity in the evaluation process, 

discouraging rote memorization, and strategic emphasis on 

comprehensive evaluation of both Scholastic and Co-Scholastic aspects 

of learners development „ 

2. To make evaluation a continuous process and an integral part of the 

teaching-learning process „  

3. To disseminate the results of the examination among the beneficiaries 

and carry out proper follow up activities.  

4. To undertake diagnosis and conduct of remedial programmes on the 

basis of the analysis of the results.„ 

5. To introduce semester system of examinations and improve the system 

of examinations 

6. To introduce grading system in place of marking system and thorough 

evaluation of co-scholastic aspects of students 

2.2 The Features of CCE 

The different features of continuous and comprehensive evaluation are as 

follows; 

1. It is continuous in terms of conduct of continuous and periodic tests in 

the form of unit tests. 

2. It employs all the types of evaluation like placement (judging initial 

ability), formative, diagnostic and summative. 

3. It is comprehensive in terms of evaluation of a wide range of abilities 

covering both scholastic and co-scholastic aspects. 

4. Scholastic aspects cover curricular areas or subject specific areas, on 

the other hand Co-Scholastic aspects include life skills, attitudes and 

values and different other cocurricular values. 

5. Assessment of scholastic and co-scholastic aspects can be done both 

formally as well as informally by using variety techniques of evaluation 

continually and periodically. 

6. The reasons of poor performance in some units are diagnosed using 

diagnostic tests which are followed by appropriate interventions and 

retesting. 



7. The co-scholastic aspects are evaluated by multiple techniques both 

directly as well as indirectly.  „  

2.3 Scholastic and Co-Scholastic Assessment  

The major purpose of continuous and comprehensive evaluation is the 

conduct of evaluation continuously throughout the year in the form of 

unit/term tests by following both verbal as well as non-verbal mode and a 

wide coverage of students’ abilities including the scholastic and co-scholastic 

aspects. The scholastic aspects include the desirable change in the behaviour 

of the learners in terms of development of learner’s knowledge, 

understanding, application, evaluation, analysis and the ability to apply the 

learned concepts in an unfamiliar situation. On the other hand the co-

scholastic aspects include  life skills i.e self awareness, problem solving 

ability, decision making styles, critical thinking, creative thinking, 

interpersonal relationships, effective communication, empathy, management 

of emotions and dealing with stress etc., work education, visual and 

performing arts, attitudes and values and co-curricular activities which 

include literary and creative skills, scientific skills, information and 

communication technology (ict), organizational and leadership skills (clubs), 

sports/indigenous sports, ncc/nss, scouting and guiding, swimming, 

gymnastics, yoga, first aid and gardening etc. The scholastic as well as the co-

scholastic aspects can be evaluated by using the different tools like questions, 

observation schedule, focused group interview, dialogue method, group 

interview, interview schedule, checklist, rating scale, anecdotal records, 

document analysis, tests and inventories, and portfolio analysis etc. and 

techniques like examinations, assignments, quizzes and competitions, 

projects, debates, elocution, group discussions, club activities, experiments 

and research etc. 

2.4 Central Board of Secondary Education Guidelines on Continuous and 

Comprehensive Evaluation 

The Central board of Secondary Education (CBSE) has provided broad 

guidelines regarding the implementation of continuous and comprehensive 



evaluation in the primary as well as secondary schools of India through its 

CCE guidelines 2010. The structure of assessment of students as envisaged 

by CBSE is given in table 1; 

Table 1Structure of Assessment Proposed in CCE Scheme by CBSE 

Type of 

assessment 

Percentage of 

weightage in 

academic session 

Month Term wise weightage 

First Term 

FA1 

FA2 

SA1 

10% 

10% 

30% 

April-May 

July-August 

September 

 

FA1 + FA2 = 20% 

SA1=30% 

Second Term 

FA3 

FA4 

SA2 

10% 

10% 

30% 

October-November 

January-February 

March 

 

FA3 + FA4 = 20% 

SA2=30% 

Total: Formative Assessments (FA) = FA1 + FA2 + FA3 + FA4 = 40% 

Summative Assessment (SA) = SA1 + SA2 = 60% 

Source: CCE Manual for Teachers Class VI to VIII by CBSE (2010) 

After assigning the marks to the students, grades are proposed to be given to 

the students on a nine point grading scale. The grading scale for measuring 

the scholastic aspect of students is given in table 2 below; 

Table 2 Grading Scale for Assessment of Scholastic Achievements 

Grade Marks Range Grade Point 

A1 91-100 10.0 

A2 81-90 9.0 

B1 71-80 8.0 

B2 61-70 7.0 

C1 51-60 6.0 

C2 41-50 5.0 



D 33-40 4.0 

E1 21-32 3.0 

E2 00-20 2.0 

Source: CCE Manual for Teachers Class VI to VIII by CBSE (2010) 

In contrast to the grading of scholastic achievements, grading of co-scholastic 

attainments is proposed on a 5 point grading scale as given in table 3below; 

Table 3 Grading Scale for Assessment of Co-scholastic Achievements 

Grade Grade Points 

A 4.1-5.0 

B 3.1-4.0 

C 2.1-3.0 

D 1.1-2.0 

E 0-1.0 

Source: CCE Manual for Teachers Class VI to VIII by CBSE (2010) 

2.5 CBSE’s Recent Initiative on Continuous and Comprehensive 

Evaluation 

CBSE issued a circular on 31st January 2017 in order to restore the board 

examinations for class X and revised structure of assessment and 

examination for class X. In view of the restoration of board examinations for 

class X, a uniform system of assessment, examination and report cards for 

class VI to IX was introduced by CBSE from year 2017-18 onwards. Due to 

the restoration of board examination, there will be no semester system and 

100% syllabus will come in the final examination of class X. The new system 

of assessment aims at preparing the students for the burden of board 

examinations of class X. The scheme for classes VI to VIII has been designed 

keeping in mind the progressive increase in the assessment of the learning as 

the students move forward. The structure of assessment, examination and 

report card for class IX will be same as class X. This design of the scheme for 

class VI to IX will not only prepare the students to cover the whole syllabus of 



the academic year but will also ensure easy migration of students within the 

CBSE affiliated schools. In the new scheme, 80% assessment will be based on 

paper and pen examination and 20% assessment will be done through 

periodic tests taken throughout the year. In contrast to this, the previous 

scheme of CCE was having a pattern of 60-40, i.e. 60% assessment was based 

on paper pen examinations i.e. summative assessment and 40% assessment 

was done based on the continuous evaluation done throughout the year, also 

known as formative assessment. 

The recent uniform system of assessment and examination also covers both 

scholastic and co-scholastic areas. For class VI to VIII, the scholastic area will 

include the languages, subjects like Mathematics, Science and Social Science. 

The evaluation of scholastic area will be based on the periodic test, notebook, 

subject enrichment and the half yearly or yearly examination in the term 1 & 

2. The grades for the scholastic aspect of students will be awarded on the 8-

point grading scale as given in table 3 

 

 

 

Table 3 Grading Scale for Scholastic areas (Class VI to VIII) 

Marks Range Grade 

91-100 A1 

81-90 A2 

71-80 B1 

61-70 B2 

51-60 C1 

41-50 C2 



33-40 D 

32 & Below E (Needs Improvement) 

The co-scholastic areas will include work education or pre-vocational 

education, art education and health & physical education. The co-scholastic 

areas will be evaluated on a 3 point grading scale in both the terms i.e. A for 

Outstanding, B for Very Good and C for Fair. In the new scheme, discipline is 

considered as a separate area for evaluation of students and is mentioned 

separately in the structure of report cards for class VI to VIII. The discipline 

of students will be based on different factors like attendance, sincerity, 

honesty, values, and cleanliness, respectfulness for rules and regulations, 

attitude towards society, nation and others. It will also be assessed on a 3 

point scale in both terms of the academic year same as the grading scale for 

co-scholastic areas. 

The assessment structure of assessment and examination for class IX 

is kept similar to class X for preparing the students for board examination. It 

will also cover assessment of both scholastic and co-scholastic area. The 

scholastic area will include two languages and three subjects which will be 

assessed on the 8-point grading scale as shown in table 4. 

   Table 4 Grading Scale for Scholastic areas (Class IX) 

Marks Range Grade 

91-100 A1 

81-90 A2 

71-80 B1 

61-70 B2 

51-60 C1 

41-50 C2 

33-40 D 

32 & Below E (Failed) 



The only difference in the grading scale for scholastic area of class VI-VIII & 

class IX lies in the marks range 32 & below. For class VI-VIII, the students 

with marks 32 or below will be given E grade which will mean that the student 

needs improvement. However, for class IX, the students securing marks 32 or 

below will be given E grade and will be considered as fail. 

Considering the co-scholastic areas for class IX, it will be similar to that of 

class VI to VIII including work education, art, and health & physical 

education. The co-scholastic areas for class IX will be evaluated on a 5 point 

grading scale (A-E) in both the terms. The third area i.e. discipline will also be 

assessed on a 5-point grading scale (A-E). Thus, the uniform system of 

assessment, examination and report cards for class VI to IX is a slight 

modification of the Continuous and Comprehensive Evaluation (CCE) scheme. 

3.0 Grading 

Grading in education is an innovative way of reporting the performance of the 

students either in scholastic or co-scholastic areas in terms of a letter or 

number indicating a range of scores. In technical terms grading is the method 

of applying standardized measurements of different levels of achievement in 

a course. Grades are generally assigned in the form of letters (i.e. B, C, D and 

E etc.), as a range (i.e. 1 to 6 etc.). Generally the teachers first evaluate the 

performance of the students in numerical terms and then categorize the 

students’ performance under different pre-fixed grades that correspond to a 

range of scores.   For example the students scoring in between 91 to 100, 81 

to 90, 71 to 80, 61 to 70, 51 to 60, 41 to 50, 33 to 40 and 32 and below under 

the grades like A1 , A2 , B1 , B2 , C1 , C2 , D and E respectively.  

3.1 Types of Grading 

Grading is basically of two types i.e. absolute grading and relative grading. 

Besides these two there are so many other grades like letter grades, 

percentage grades, pass-fail grades, norm-referenced and criterion-referenced 

grades etc.  

Absolute Grading 



In absolute grading the students are assigned grades on the basis of their 

numerical scores that they obtain through their performances. For example if 

one student is scoring more than 90 then he may be given a grade of A as the 

case may be. For this purpose the grade point are first decided i.e. assigns an 

A for points 90 to 100, a B for points 80 to 89, a C for points 70 to 79, a D for 

points 60 to 69, and an E for points 50 to 59, F for points 40 to 49 etc. But 

such categorization varies from state to state or board to board. However all 

of these points are from a test of worth 100 points. 

Relative Grading 

The other kind of grading system is called relative grading. In this grading 

system, grades are given by comparing student's score to other students in 

the class. This system is used in some universities and colleges and even in 

some advanced high school classes. In this system, a few students receive an 

A and a few students also receive an F. Point values in this system don't get 

translated directly into letter grades. For example, if most of the students 

score between 80 and 90 out of 100 in a particular subject , then this would 

mean that scores around 85 points are assigned a C, scores around the 90 

mark are assigned a  grade of B, and the highest scores are assigned as A or 

A+. If the highest score is only 91, then 91 will be assigned as a grade A+. The 

lowest score if it is 79 it is assigned as a grade of F which means fail.  

3.2 Advantages of Grading System in Education 

Grading system no doubt has brought revolutionary changes in the field of 

evaluation system of education. It is being applied from primary up to the 

university level and well received by all. The advantages of grading system are 

as follows; 

1. It puts less pressure on the students 

2. It is easy to group the students 

3. Provides students idea about their strengths and weaknesses 

4. It makes class work easy 

5. It reduces the unhealthy competition among the students 



3.3 Disadvantages of Grading System in Education: 

In spite of different advantages of grading system the introduction of this 

system also results in certain disadvantages like; 

1. It fails to create a sense of competition 

2. It does not provide the most accurate information about the 

performance of the students 

3. It fails to represent the exact scores of the students 

4. It fails to make a clear cut distinction among different categories of 

learners 

5. It is not preferred by the extra ordinary students  

 3.4 Uses of grading 

Grading system as introduced in the evaluation process of educational 

system proves to serve various useful purposes. It is preferred by all the 

teachers, students, parents and beneficiaries concerned with the evaluation 

process. It generally reduces the pressure of high scoring on the teachers 

and students and bring a sort of psychological relief to the students as well 

as the teachers. In addition to this there are so many other aspects of 

achievement like attitudes, values, skills, and other performances which 

becomes difficult to evaluate through marking system can better be 

evaluated through the grading system. Therefore we can say that grading is 

well used in the evaluation of both scholastic as well as the co-scholastic 

aspects. It may be mentioned here that grading system is used across the 

levels of education i.e. primary to higher education and in all branches like 

general as well as professional education.  

4.0 Summary 

The continuous and comprehensive evaluation scheme aims at developing the 

three domains i.e. cognitive, affective and psychomotor domain of students. 

In contrast to the tradition pattern of evaluation, CCE emphasizes on the 

thought process instead of rote-memorization, thereby, improving the quality 

of education. The prime focus of CCE is the enhancement in the achievement 



of students through regular diagnosis and remedial teaching. CCE facilitates 

the students in understanding their strengths and weaknesses by providing 

feedback to them about their performance. Thus, CCE, in true sense of terms, 

leads towards a learner-centered teaching-learning process.  

The aims of continuous and comprehensive evaluation are elimination of 

chance factors and subjectivity in the process of evaluation, discouraging rote 

memorization, and strategic emphasis on comprehensive evaluation of both 

scholastic and co-scholastic aspects of learners development, to make 

evaluation a continuous process and an integral part of the teaching-learning 

process, to disseminate the results of the examination among the beneficiaries 

and carry out proper follow up activities, to undertake diagnosis and conduct 

of remedial programmes on the basis of the analysis of the results, to 

introduce semester system of examinations and improve the system of 

examinations, and to introduce grading system in place of marking system 

and thorough evaluation of co-scholastic aspects of students.   

The different features of continuous and comprehensive evaluation are It is 

continuous in terms of conduct of continuous and periodic tests in the form 

of unit tests, It employs all the types of evaluation like placement (judging 

initial ability), formative, diagnostic and summative, It is comprehensive in 

terms of evaluation of a wide range of abilities covering both scholastic and 

co-scholastic aspects, Scholastic aspects include curricular areas or subject 

specific areas, whereas Co-Scholastic aspects include Life Skills, Co-

Curricular Activities, Attitudes and Values, Assessment of scholastic and co-

scholastic aspects can be done both formally as well as informally by using 

multiple techniques of evaluation continually and periodically, Diagnostic 

evaluation is generally conducted at the end of unit/term test. The reasons of 

poor performance in some units are diagnosed using diagnostic tests which 

are followed by appropriate interventions and retesting, and The co-scholastic 

aspects are evaluated by multiple techniques both directly as well as 

indirectly.  

Grading is the means of applying standardized measurements of different 

levels of achievement in a course. Grades are generally assigned in the form 

of letters (i.e. B, C, D and E etc.), as a range (i.e. 1 to 6 etc.). Grading is 



basically of two types i.e. absolute grading and relative grading. Besides these 

two there are so many other grades like letter grades, percentage grades, pass-

fail grades, norm-referenced and criterion-referenced grades etc. The 

advantages of grading system are it puts less pressure on the students, it is 

easy to group the students, provides students idea about their strengths and 

weaknesses, it makes class work easy and it reduces the unhealthy 

competition among the students. the disadvantages of grading system are it 

fails to create a sense of competition, it does not provide the most accurate 

information about the performance of the students, it fails to represent the 

exact scores of the students, it fails to make a clear cut distinction among 

different categories of learners, and it is not preferred by the extra ordinary 

students.  

It is preferred by all the teachers, students, parents and beneficiaries 

concerned with the evaluation process. Grading is well used in the evaluation 

of both scholastic as well as the co-scholastic aspects. It may be mentioned 

here that grading system is used across the levels of education i.e. primary to 

higher education and in all branches like general as well as professional 

education. 
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Multiple Choice Questions 

1. Continuous and Comprehensive Evaluation refers to a system of  

a. evaluation 

b. measurement 

c. framing question items 

d. oral examination 

2. The continuous component of continuous and comprehensive 

evaluation is achieved through  

a. Non-stop evaluation 

b. Unit and term tests 

c. Summative test only 

d. All of the above 

3. Which agency has given a comprehensive account of continuous and 

comprehensive evaluation 

a. NCERT 

b. NCTE 

c. UGC 

d. CBSE 

4. Problem solving ability comes under  

a. Co-scholastic evaluation 

b. Scholastic evaluation 

c. Continuous and comprehensive evaluation 

d. All of the above 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Literacy_in_India
http://mhrd.gov.in/sites/upload_files/mhrd/files/statistics/ESG2016_0.pdf
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5. Assessment of life skills comes under  

a. Co-scholastic evaluation 

b. Scholastic evaluation 

c. Formative evaluation 

d. Summative evaluation  

Answers: 1-A, 2-B, 3-D, 4-B, 5-A 

True-False Type Questions 

1. CCE accelerates enrolment in schools. 

2. CCE involves only diagnostic evaluation. 

3. Attitude comes under co-scholastic evaluation. 

4. Absolute grading compares among students. 

5. Grading reduces unhealthy competition. 

Answers: 1-false, 2-false, 3-true, 4-false, 5-true 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


